CSF dopamine increased in depression: CSF dopamine, noradrenaline and their metabolites in depressed patients and in controls.
Some studies report reduced levels of the dopamine metabolite HVA in CSF in depression. In the present study including 24 depressed patients and 10 controls, we found significantly increased concentrations of total CSF dopamine in depressed patients. This finding suggests a dysfunction in central dopamine turnover in depression. No differences in CSF levels of noradrenaline or the amine metabolites homovanillic acid and 3-methoxy-4-hydroxy-phenylglycol were seen when comparing depressed patients with controls.